
Milton Brackley Bonshaw System Event December 21, 2015 

ASO13 

Description of Events: 

On December 21, 2015, at 4:55 p.m. the Milton Brackley recloser located at the West Royalty 

substation operated and interrupted service to approximately 4,500 customers.   The recloser was 

closed back in and remained in service; however, because an electrical fault was still present, the 

upstream protection equipment (OCR-1 and OCR-4) also used as power transformers (X-2 and 

X-3) protection tripped off.  This event affected not only the Milton Brackley feeder (4,500 

customers) but also the Bonshaw feeder with approximately 6,000 customers for a total of 

10,500 customers without power. There was a report of sparks at the corner of the Lower 

Malpeque Road and Sherwood Road.  The responding crew found a downed wire at this location 

caused by a failed quick sleeve connection used on the overhead distribution line.  The failure 

was attributed to residual damage from the December 4, 2015 ice storm.  The fault was isolated 

and all reclosers were closed at 6:40 p.m.; however, upstream OCR-1 recloser failed to close.  

An internal closing coil fuse had blown and was subsequently replaced so that the recloser could 

be closed.  Milton Brackley, Bonshaw, OCR-1 and OCR-4 reclosers were closed and load picked 

up at 6:42 p.m.  The fault was isolated for repairs to be completed.  Brackley and Dalvay areas 

along with Cornwall and surrounding areas were restored, but Winsloe area remained off for the 

remainder of the repair work. 

 

Repairs: 

The replacement of the failed connector was completed and at 9:17 p.m. the remaining load was 

picked up.  

 

Conclusion: 

The Milton Brackley recloser automatically operated as intended five times and then locked out.  

The ECC Operator manually closed it back in which should have resulted in a trip, isolating the 

fault and outage to a smaller area; however, the upstream reclosers and transformer protection 

reclosers OCR-1 and OCR-4 subsequently tripped.  As a precautionary safety measure the 

system operator did not make further attempts to manually close these reclosers until a field 

investigation could be carried out by power line and operations technicians.  An investigation 

into the failure of the Milton Brackley recloser to clear the fault is ongoing. 

 


